
 
 

Day of Event Volunteer Details: State Bowling 

Event: Special Olympics Iowa- State Bowling  

Event Volunteering Information:  

 Open to the public 

 Anyone who signs up using our online registration at 

www.soiowa.org/volunteer will receive an email one week prior to the event 

with volunteer and event information.  

Volunteer Questions: 

 Questions about volunteering can be answered up until 4:30pm on the 

Thursday of the week of the bowling event. You can contact us by: 

o Emailing the contact for this event found on www.soiowa.org/volunteer 

page or on the sign up form 

o Emailing Volunteer1@soiowa.org   

o Calling the SOIA state office at 515-986-5520 

o Please refer to our website for helpful information 

www.soiowa.org/volunteer  

 After Thursday at 4:30pm the state office staff will be out of the office 

preparing for the event with no/little access to email and no access to our state 

office phone.  

 State office hours for calling: Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm 
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Who can volunteer? 
 This is one the largest Special Olympics Iowa events and a very popular sport. It 

requires several volunteers for all four locations.   

 Individuals- Sign up just yourself or maybe you and a few friends or family 

members! Choose the same volunteer assignment slot as to be at the same 

position as your friends/family members!  

 Groups- Companies, work places, schools, activity groups, church groups, 

sports teams, or any other types of larger groups are welcome to sign up to 

volunteer! We try our best to accommodate large groups by keeping members 

together as best we can.  

 Age Restrictions- We welcome families with children and school age 

students to volunteer! We typically say children 10 and up who come with an 

adult chaperone are best suited to volunteer at a Special Olympics Iowa event. 

However, we do make exceptions on a case by case basis. School groups or 

classes are welcome to come with a suitable number of chaperones for your 

group.  

 Students- We welcome students to join us! If you need verification of 

volunteer hours for school, you can find an Event Director the day of the event 

to sign a form, email your questions to the contact for this event found on 

www.soiowa.org/volunteer page, or call the state office at 515-986-5520 

 Employees- Does your work place designate paid time off for volunteer 

hours? Come volunteer with us! If you need verification of volunteer hours for 

work, you can find an Event Director the day of the event to sign a form, email 

your questions to the contact for this event found on 

www.soiowa.org/volunteer page or call the state office at 515-986-5520 

 Mobility/Activity Accommodations: If you have mobility restrictions and 

would still like to volunteer, we are happy to accommodate you by assigning 

you to an appropriate volunteer position. Please communicate your needs with 

the event director the day of the event. See the volunteer assignment 

descriptions section below, email your questions to the contact for this event 

found on www.soiowa.org/volunteer page or call the state office at 515-986-

5520 
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What is State Bowling? 
 

State Bowling Competition Information:  

More information on Special Olympics Iowa State Bowling athlete competition can be 

found by clicking on this link: www.soiowa.org/statewide-competitions then by 

clicking on the Bowling tab. More in-depth details and athlete schedule with times can 

be located at the link above. 
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When & Where? 

 

Date and Times:  

 November 

 Cedar Rapids & Des Moines: Saturday, 8:30am- 4:30pm all day volunteers 

preferred 

 Council Bluffs- Saturday, 9:30am-4:30pm all day volunteers preferred 

 See www.soiowa.org/volunteer for specific dates & times for this year.  

Location(s): 

 There are four locations for State Bowling 

 Cedar Rapids- Westdale Bowl 

o Map: Click Here 

 Council Bluffs- Thunderbowl 

o Map: Click Here 

 Des Moines- Bowlerama 

o Map: Click Here 

 Des Moines- Merle Hay Lanes 

o Map: Click Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.soiowa.org/volunteer
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Westdale+Bowling+Center+%26+Lazer+Tag/@41.958453,-91.722775,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87e4f90f2f6e0239:0x3820525731245698!8m2!3d41.958449!4d-91.720581
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Thunderbowl/@41.242405,-95.82984,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8793846f91d6e577:0xd0eca509f4114b4e!8m2!3d41.242401!4d-95.827646
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bowlerama+Lanes/@41.5322,-93.600397,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87eea2bc5a356acd:0x1c0b40ff15e55e71!8m2!3d41.532196!4d-93.598203
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Merle+Hay+Lanes/@41.6309316,-93.7022692,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x87ee9c2d9cb13a81:0x7edf0a3a6f8108c8!4m5!3m4!1s0x87ee9c2d620e7557:0xc805f8beef62a005!8m2!3d41.6309276!4d-93.7000752


 
 

How do I volunteer? 
 

Volunteer Sign Up:  

 Sign up using our online registration and you’re good to go! 

 Volunteer sign up can be located at www.soiowa.org/volunteer at the right 

hand column under “Register to Volunteer.”  

 We encourage everyone to register on our online sign up prior to coming to 

volunteer at the event. The sooner the better! 

Volunteer Assignments:  

 Volunteer assignments are made the day of the event at your location 

 If you are a part of a group and you wish to volunteer together, you can sign up 

for lanes that are near each other 

 Lane assignments are first come, first serve for volunteer assignments   

 

Volunteer Assignment Descriptions: 

● Bowling Lane Assistant- The majority of volunteers will be in this volunteer 
position. Volunteers will be assigned a lane, given more specific directions the 
day of the event and will be under the direction of the designated Event 
Director. Specific job duties include helping athletes take their turn when it is 
there time to bowl, ball retrieving, keeping score, cheering for athletes. 

● Award Assistant- Under the direction of the Awards Event Director, volunteers 

will assist in organizing medals/ribbons, presenting athletes with their awards 

and other related roles.  

● Souvenir Assistant- Under the direction of the Souvenir Sales Event Director, 

volunteers will assist with souvenir sales, help athletes pick out items, handle 

money and credit cards and other related roles.  

● Lunch Assistant- Under the direction of the Hospitality Event Director, 

volunteers will assist with lunches and other related roles.  
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Day of Event Information  

 

Day of Event Parking: 

● Parking available on site.   
 
 

Day of Event Volunteer Check In: 

● Please go to Volunteer Check-In first thing at your designated time.  
● Volunteer Check-in will be located on site at the bowling alley. Follow signs. 
● Here you will receive your free volunteer T-shirt and name tag with assignment 

information.  
 

Day of Event Attire: 

● Dress comfortably, in layers (prepared for cold or hot) and casually.  
● This is an athletic, active event. 
● This is an indoor event. 
● Please wear the free complimentary volunteer shirt you receive at Volunteer 

Check-In the day of the event so we are able to identify our volunteers. 
● Restrooms at each venue will be available for changing into your shirt. You may 

also want to consider wearing something that can easily be worn underneath 
your T-shirt due to heavy traffic in the restrooms.  

 

Day of Event Inclement Weather Plan: 
● If this event is unable to take place due to weather (snow/ice), we will send you 

an email.  
 
 

Day of Event Food & Beverage: 

● Free complimentary lunch will be provided for volunteers 
● Unfortunately we are unable to accommodate specific dietary needs. Please 

plan accordingly. 
 


